
 
 
 
 
 

Podium Spot for FALKEN Pilot at the first Red Bull Air Race  
 

 
The current world champion of the Red Bull Air Race and FALKEN athlete, Yoshihide 
Muroya was able to secure a sovereign second place in the first race of the season 
and with it, continue his series of success which started last year. Already for the 
fourth time in a row, the FALKEN tyre brand has taken over sponsoring of the Red 
Bull Air Race pilot who is also going to the start with his FALKEN team this year in 
the fastest motorsport in the world. 
 
In his teal & blue FALKEN branded aeroplane, Yoshihide Muroya, the only Asian pilot 
in the race series, was able to go for four out of eight races in the last year, including 
his home race in Chiba, Japan. The suspense lasted until the end: It wasn’t until the 
last Air Race of the season that Yoshihide Muroya was able to once again secure 
victory and with it, his overall victory of the world championship. 
 
“The FALKEN brand is known today for high performance tyres which have been 
developed using the newest cutting edge technologies and tested in motorsport. This 
means there are clear parallels between the performances of the pilot and the 
FALKEN brand: Like no other sport, the Red Bull Air Race stands for high 
technology, passion and performance – the core values of our brand”, comments 
Markus Bögner, COO of Falken Tyre Europe GmbH, on the commitment.  
 
In the Red Bull Air Race World Championship Air Race Series, pilots fly at the 
highest international level with speeds of up to 370km/h along a racetrack which is 
separated using 25m high air-filled pylons (air gates). In this spectacular flight 
through these air gates, it’s all about precision and speed above all. The race is 
officially recognised by the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (World Air Sports 
Federation). 
  

      Offenbach am Main, February 2018



 
 
Yoshihide Muroya Profile > 
1973   Born on January 27 in Fukushima City (Where He Currently Resides) 
1998   Began Participating in Air Shows in Japan 
2002   Started His Own Air Show Team 
2009   Began Competing in the “Red Bull Air Race World Championship” 
2016   Won His First Race in the Tournament (3rd Race, Held in Chiba), Finished 6th 
Overall 
2017   Won 4 Races in the Tournament (Including Chiba), Finished 1st Overall 
 
Red Bull Air Race Dates 2018 
2/3 February   Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates)  
21/22 April   Cannes (France) 
26/27 May   TBA Europe 
23/24 June   Budapest (Hungary) 
4/5 August    TBA Asia 
25/26 August   Kazan (Russia) 
6/7 October   Indianapolis (USA) 
TBA November  TBA Asia 
 
Falken Tyre Europe 
Falken Tyre Europe GmbH is a European subsidiary of the Japanese tyre manufacturer Sumitomo 
Rubber Industries Ltd. (SRI). SRI is the sixth largest tyre manufacturer in the world, with around 
33,000 employees. In both 2011 and 2014, SRI appeared on the Thomson Reuters list of the “Top 100 
Global Innovators”. Falken Tyre Europe GmbH are based in Offenbach am Main where they distribute 
and market an entire range of tyres for cars, lorries, light commercial vehicles and SUVs in terms of 
original equipment and across the entire European retrofit market. Every FALKEN production plant 
fulfils the requirements defined in current quality standards ISO 9001, 16949, as well as in the 
environmental standard ISO 14001. The FALKEN brand appears on various sport and technological 
platforms, such as in motorsport with the Porsche 911 GT3 R and BMW M6 GT3, at the Red Bull Air 
Race, in the AUDI Sportpark for FC Ingolstadt 04 and they are also a global tyre partner of Liverpool 
FC. 
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